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The Seventeen Mahapanditas from Nalanda University . 
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The unequalled Buddha Shakyamuni, endowed with compassionate skill in means, 

performs countless and extensive deeds of body, speech, and mind, solely intending 

only benefit for all beings. Of these deeds, those of speech are supreme. The 

seventeen learned and accomplished masters of glorious Nalanda University are 

among the infinite assembly of disciples fortunate to be the recipients of such activity. 

Not only is the continued existence of the Buddha dharma, complete and untainted, in 

countries such as Tibet and Mongolia due solely to the kindness of these sublime and 

great beings activities of speech, but countless sublime beings have reached the high 

levels of realization of the stages and paths through studying and contemplation their 

writings. 

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	     
!་#བ། Nagarjuna          འཕགས་པ་'། Aryadeva                    སངས་$ས་བ&ངས། Buddhapalita  

	  

 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  

 ལེགས་&ན་འ)ེད། Bhavaiviveka     !་བ་$གས་པ། Candrakirti 

       
 ཐོགས་མེད། Asanga                       ད"ིག་གཉེན། Vasubhadu  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

 !ོགས་&ང་། Dignaga                 ཡོན་ཏན་་འོད། Gunaprabha 



      

!"་འོད། Sakyaprabha                       ཆོས་%གས། Dharmakirti  

        

 ཞི་བ་མཚ'། Santaraksita                  སེང་གེ་བཟང་པོ། Simhabhadra  

 

        
ཞི་བ་མཚ'། Santideva                 འཕགས་པ་'མ་)ོལ་,ེ། Vimuktisena  



       

 !ོབ་དཔོན་པ(འི་ངང་,ལ། Kamalashila                དི་པམ་ཀ་ར་ཨ་#ི་"།   Atisha  
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These learned and accomplished masters, who lived between the second and 

fifth centuries, were holders of this life force of the Buddhadharma. And their 

activities remain to this day, blazing with a thousand lights in the schoolyard 

of Buddhist scriptural colleges and across the worldwide Buddhist stage. 

 

 

 

 


